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December 12, 2012 
 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
520 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re: Advanced Small Business Pilot 
 
Dear Senator Shaheen: 
 
As a small business owner, I am concerned about businesses like ours that are headed toward the small 
business size cliff as they outgrow their NAICS size standard. 
 
Many consider small business growth the life blood of the economy. If a company does well, however, it may 
outgrow its small business size standard within 10-15 years and be forced to compete in the unrestricted 
category, be acquired, or restrict sales to remain a small business. For example, an Information Technology 
small business that exceeds its NAICS size of $25.5M is considered large and then must compete against $50 
Billion firms in the unrestricted category. This is not only unfair to small businesses but also detrimental to the 
economy. 
 
Often the decision is to sell rather than fight a losing battle.  While this may be the best solution for the owner, 
the economy loses a mature and proven small business that usually offers more innovation and better value 
than many large businesses do. When this scenario is multiplied, this loss of mature small businesses (with 
their flexibility, quality, responsiveness, and good value) has a dampening effect on economic growth.  
 
The Advanced Small Business (ASB) Pilot, specifically section 1611 in H.R.4310, addresses policies that have 
stymied the growth of small businesses, such as inadequate size standards, which place limits on a small firms' 
ability to expand their workforce in order to effectively compete. Similar language was included in the draft 
NDAA. 
 
Further, this language provides the necessary steps toward helping small and emerging firms like our company, 
MSTI, to grow by promoting balanced competition at all levels and ensures that large companies do not push 
these advanced small businesses out of the federal government market. The ASB Pilot will also reduce cost for 
the federal government and create thousands of jobs for highly skilled workers, many of whom are returning 
veterans. Finally, this pilot will provide increased opportunities for the government to gain direct access to 
these efficient, innovative, and agile firms.  
 
I am asking you to support this important provision. Without this pilot contracting program, small businesses 
are forced to remain subcontractors, sell their company, or go out of business altogether.  
 
Thank you for your continued support!  
 
Sincerely 
 
 
James T. George, CEO 
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